Kevin Mahoney
ENG 025 Fall 2011
Assignment: White Paper Project

Due: 11/22
This paper asks you and your group to write a “White Paper” on the budget, economic crisis, and related issues.  In order to write this white paper, you need to keep a few things in mind about our metaphorical think tank (classroom):

· While many if not most think tanks write from a particular (political) position, the purpose of our “think tank” is to provide citizens with overviews of important issues so they can better assess and engage in the debate

· Our think tank needs to strive to expand the dominant debate by investigating voices/positions that might not make it to cable news, but offer interesting contributions to discussions of on the budget, economic crisis, and related issues
· Our think tank seeks to separate out real policy considerations and implications from hyperbole and exaggeration

As a classroom think tank, we have three shared texts that we are working with (the three white papers posted to the blog).  That is where you begin.  Each group will need to decide which issues it wants to further pursue and research.  Each member of your group should be responsible for researching one (1) issue that will be included in your group’s white paper project.  Each group member should plan on writing a 3-5 page analysis of his/her issue to be included in the group’s final project. The group as a whole will be responsible of writing a 1-2 page “Overview” or “Executive Summary” of your findings. 
In addition, your group will have to make some basic decisions about audience, tone, design, and consistency.  As a basic guideline, each group’s project should be written and put together so that it reads as a collaborative report (not 3-4 individual papers).  You will need to decide:

· How do you want your final project to look?

· Which issues are you choosing to investigate and why?

· How will you handle the differences among writer’s voices?

· How much research into an issue do you think is necessary?

· How do you want users/readers/viewers to engage with your project?

· How is your project a “white paper?”

Finally, each group member is responsible for writing a 1-2 page reflection on their research and writing process.  Ideally, you can use your blog posts as your first draft.  

Projects are due in class, Nov. 22nd. 

